
City of Framingham Partners with Downtown Framingham, Inc to Liven Up Downtown Plaza 

Pilot Placemaking Program Will Encourage Plaza’s Use 

 

Framingham, Mass. (July 26, 2018) – Downtown Framingham, Inc. (DFI) has partnered with the 

City of Framingham’s Community and Economic Development (C&ED) Division and 

Framingham’s Economic Development and Industrial Corporation (EDIC) to activate the 

downtown plaza in front of Framingham’s City Hall.  In a pilot program, the non-profit has 

placed 30 temporary, moveable chairs and six tables with colorful umbrellas that can be used 

by the public.  DFI has received a placemaking grant of $2,500 from EDIC for the pilot program. 

The total project cost was $3,600. 

The idea originated in 2017 with C&ED, which was looking for ways to liven up Downtown 

Framingham.  After exploring the options this Spring, C&ED partnered with DFI, a non-profit 

that seeks to make Downtown Framingham the most vibrant, socially engaged, and innovative 

area outside Boston, to turn the idea into a reality. 

“When the plaza was redesigned, more space was added to it and we were all searching for 

ways to activate the area,” said Erika Oliver Jerram, Deputy Director of C&ED.  “Research shows 

that people like to utilize moveable chairs and tables in this way.  This pilot program is a great 

opportunity to test ways we can make Downtown more lively and welcoming.” 

The City will monitor the effectiveness of the program by collecting data daily on the use of the 

tables and chairs during the summer and into early fall. The chairs will remain at the downtown 

plaza while the weather remains agreeable.   

Placemaking grants offered by EDIC remain available to organizations interested in exploring 

ideas for their neighborhoods.  If you are interested in learning more about those grants, please 

contact Erika Oliver Jerram at (508) 532-5455 or at eoj@framinghamma.gov. 
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